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Albert Gallatin, un Genevois aux sources du rêve américain (1761-1849)
(Albert Gallatin, A  Genevan at the root source of the American dream)

An exhibition at the Bibliothèque de Genève (BGE)
14 Oct 2011 – 17 Mar 2012

Albert Gallatin, born in Rue des Granges in 1761, left Geneva at the age of 19 for the 
New World with his top-level diploma from the Académie de Genève. Twenty years later, 
Albert Gallatin was appointed Treasurer by Thomas Jefferson, the newly elected president of 
the United States. As a fi ne economist, he managed the country’s fi nances for a record thirteen 
years. Then in 1814, he put his negotiating skills to work for American diplomacy by signing the 
Treaty of Ghent, which brought an end to the wars between the USA and the United Kingdom. 

The Genevan then went on to become the United States’ Minister to France and Great Britain, 
to jointly found New York University, to direct the National Bank and to publish many essays 
on the ethnology of American Indians.
 
The issues addressed by Albert Gallatin are as current now as they ever were: how to integrate 
into others, and how to integrate Others into ourselves? And what fi nancial policy can best 
defend the interests of a State and of the individuals of that State? 

For the fi rst time in Geneva, this exhibition presents gems of American history and heritage, as 
well as previously unreleased documents from the BGE’s collection. The exhibition, organised 
jointly by the Fondation pour l’histoire des Suisses dans le Monde (Foundation for Swiss 
History around the World), the New York Historical Society and the Friendship Hill National 
Historic Site, will travel to the USA in 2012.   
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Dossier de presse
http://www.ville-ge.ch/bge/evenements/exposition-en-cours.html

Visites commentées publiques
Les samedis 15 octobre, 12 novembre, 10 décembre, 11 février, 17 mars à 10 h 15

Cycle de conférences et colloque
http://www.ville-ge.ch/bge/doc/expo-Gallatin-rendez-vous.pdf

Lieu de l’exposition
Bibliothèque de Genève
Promenade des Bastions, 1204 Genève

Dates et horaires
Du 14 octobre 2011 au 17 mars 2012
Mardi-vendredi de 14 h à 18 h
Samedi de 10 h à 12 h et de 14 h à 17 h
Vernissage jeudi 13 octobre 2011 à 18 h
Entrée libre

Plan d’accès
http://www.ville-ge.ch/bge/pratique/adresses-et-horaires.htm

Transports publics
Trams 12, 17 (arrêts Place Neuve et Plainpalais)
Trams 13, 15 (arrêt Plainpalais)
Bus 3, 5, K, L (arrêts Place Neuve)
Bus 1 (arrêt Plainpalais)
Parking : Uni-Dufour (Uni II).


