
Le Musée de la musique-Philharmonie de Paris collaborated with MEG to create the 
soundtrack for its next exhibition. Created by Jean-Michel Jarre, the music for the 
Sebastião Salgado-Amazônia exhibition integrates MEG sound archives recorded in 
Amazonia between the 1950s and 2019.

The Amazônia exhibition completes the monumental work of Sebastião Salgado and invites reflection 
on the future of biodiversity. The 200 photographs that make up the Brazilian forest surveyed by 
Salgado are accompanied by a soundtrack that is as demanding as it is inventive.

The contrasting musicality of the forest is thus reborn in a work by Jean-Michel Jarre composed 
especially for the exhibition. This creation draws on the MEG’s sound archives collected in Amazonia 
since 1950.

In 2016, the MEG has joined forces with a network of researchers in the anthropology of Amazonian 
sound environments to create an immersive sound journey within its exhibition “Amazonia. The 
Shaman and the Mind of the Forest”. The Sound Tales project was created from the Museum’s 
archives, enriched with other more recent recordings. The installation invited the public to experience 
the mythological conceptions and sound practices of certain Amerindian communities.

In January 2020, MEG presented the results of this research to Jean-Michel Jarre. This was followed  
by numerous exchanges and discussions concerning the auditory experience as lived by the 
Amerindian populations of Amazonia. Then the idea was born of making the MEG’s sound archives 
and those of other anthropologists specialising in Amazonia available to Jean-Michel Jarre for the 
creation of a musical work to be presented in the Amazônia exhibition.

Jean-Michel Jarre explains how he conceived this sound work : “First of all, I wanted to avoid a 
scientific approach or background music. I therefore set up a sort of toolbox containing musical 
elements intended to recreate or evoke the timbre of natural sounds. I added sounds from the 
environment, and finally ethnic sources (voices, songs, instruments) from the sound archives of the 
Museum of Ethnography in Geneva, with which I have had a lot of exchanges. I approached the 
Amazon with respect, in a poetic and impressionistic way. It seemed interesting to me to fantasise 
about the forest”.
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MEG holds a collection of about forty hours of sound archives from the Amazon, of 
which thirty or so are original recordings made in Brazil (Mato Grosso, Rondônia, 
Pará) and Guyana between 1968 and 1992 by former MEG collaborators. The 
quality of the recordings is very good, despite the often difficult field conditions.

The recordings included in the Amazônia work come from the original media 
(magnetic tapes and audio cassettes) or from edited discs, a copy of which is kept 
in the MEG archives. In addition to these documents, there are other unpublished 
recordings from the personal archives of four anthropological researchers :  
Jean-Michel Beaudet, Bernd Brabec de Mori, Matthias Lewy and Pierre Salivas.

Jean-Michel Jarre’s Amazônia will also be published in CD and 33t vinyl format. 
A portion of the royalties will be set aside to be donated in full to the Amerindian 
communities from which the archival recordings in Amazônia originate. Thus, the 
edition of this disc will be extended by a restitution project coordinated by MEG 
and led by the team of anthropologists specialised in Amazonia.

More information on the collaboration with Jean-Michel Jarre, on his work 
Amazônia and on the Sebastião Salgado exhibition at Musée de la musique in 
the thematic dossier “Amazônia” on the MEG website at the following address :
http://www.ville-ge.ch/meg/en/collections_09.php
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MEG (Musée d’ethnographie de Genève) is a public institution, founded in 1901, whose first director 
was the Genevan anthropologist Eugène Pittard (1867-1962). The Museum’s mission is to conserve objects 
illustrating the culture of peoples throughout the history of the world. It houses a collection of more than 
70,000 objects and its library contains more than 60,000 documents on the cultures of the world. The 
Museum possesses a unique collection of musical recordings, the Archives internationales de musique 
populaire (AIMP), containing more than 20,000 hours of music including the collection gathered by Constantin 
Bră iloiu between 1944 and 1958. With more than 3,000 hours of historic recordings, this constitutes the 
core of the collection. Admission to the permanent collection, which presents more than a thousand objects 
from the five continents, is free. Along with its permanent collection and temporary exhibitions, MEG offers 
a programme of cultural and scientific mediation, concerts, film and lecture cycles as well as shows. Since 
October 2014, the MEG’s treasures have been shown to advantage in a new building designed by the Zurich 
firm Graber Pulver Architekten AG on the site it has occupied since 1941.

MEG at a glance

MEG
Musée d’ethnographie de Genève
Bd Carl-Vogt 65
1205 Geneva
T +41 22 418 45 50
E meg@ville-ge.ch
www.meg-geneve.ch

Open from Tuesday to Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed on Mondays, 25 December and 1 January

Public transport access by bus 1, 2, 19 and  
35 or tram 12, 15, 17 and 18

Permanent exhibition : free admission
Temporary exhibition : 9 / 6 CHF
Free admission for under 18s as well as on the first 
Sunday of the month.

Audio guides are available at the Museum 
reception desk.

Further information:
To receive the newsletter, 
sign up on www.meg-geneve.ch

Follow us on : 

 Facebook  

 Instagram 

 YouTube

 Linkedin

#MEGGeneve

MEG Café is open from Tuesday  
to Sunday, from 9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
T +41 22 418 90 86, +41 76 290 33 96
E cafedumeg@gmail.com
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